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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 
The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 
U.S.C. 102 that form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this 
Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

Claims 1-3, 15, 18 and 19 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being 
anticipated by Creaghan, Jr. (US 6,923,762). 
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With respect to claims 1-3, Creaghan, Jr. shows in Figures 2, 4 and 5, a 
vein position locating device, comprising: a vein probing head which comprises 
two light emitters spacedly and oppositely apart from each other to define a 
treatment channel therebetween, wherein said vein probing head is adapted for 
contacting on a skin surface of a user so that each of said light emitters (38, 34, 
Fig. 2) is adapted for emitting a light beam to penetrate through said skin surface 
of said user so as to visualize a vein thereunder (Fig. 5), wherein said vein 
probing head is arranged for slidably moving on said skin surface of said user 
until said vein is aligned in said treatment channel between said two light emitters 
for vein treatment (Fig. 4), wherein each of said light emitters has a plurality of 
light emitting holes spacedly formed on a bottom emitting surface of said light 
emitter such that said light beams pass through said light emitting holes for 
penetrating through said skin surface of said user to highlight said vein there 
under when said bottom emitting surfaces of said light emitters contact with said 
skin surface of said user (Figs. 2, 5), wherein each of said light emitters has a 
transparent light guiding portion formed on a bottom emitting surface of said light 
emitter such that said light beams pass through said light guiding portion for 
penetrating through said skin surface of said user to highlight said vein there 
under when said bottom emitting surfaces of said light emitters contact with said 
skin surface of said user (Figs. 2, 5). 

With respect to claim 15, Creaghan, Jr. discloses a vein position locating 
device, further comprising means for retaining said vein to align within said 
treatment channel (Fig. 4). 
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With respect to claims 18 and 19, Creaghan, Jr. shows in Figures 2, 4, 
and 5, a method of locating a vein under a skin surface of a user by a vein 
position locating device which comprises a vein probing head comprising two 
spaced apart light emitters to define a treatment channel therebetween, wherein 
said vein position locating method comprises the steps of: (a) contacting said 
vein probing head on said skin surface of said user wherein said two light 
emitters emit a light beam to penetrate through said skin surface of said user to 
highlight said vein; and (b) aligning said vein with said treatment channel for vein 
treatment through said treatment channel, and in step (a), further comprising a 
step of adjusting a light intensity of said light beam from said light emitters for 
allowing said light beam to penetrate through said skin surface to highlight said 
vein so as to best visualize said vein within said treatment channel (col. 3, lines 
2-14). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for 
all obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described 
as set forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to 
be patented and the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been 
obvious at the time the invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which 
said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the 
invention was made. 
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Claims 4-14, 16, and 17, are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Creaghan, Jr. in view of Landry (US Re. 33,234), Creaghan, 
Jr. teaches all the limitations of the claimed subject matter except for mentioning 
specifically a vein position locating device, further comprising an operational 
control unit comprising a light generator for generating said light beam and a light 
transmission cable connecting said light generator with said vein probing head 
for transmitting said light beam from said light generator to said light emitters, 
wherein said operational control unit further comprises a control circuit electrically 
connected to said light generator to selectively adjust a light intensity of said light 
beam generated by said light generator towards said vein probing head for 
allowing said light beam to penetrate through said skin surface to highlight said 
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vein, wherein said operational control unit further comprises a portable casing 
having a light outlet, wherein said light generator and said control circuit are 
received in said portable casing while said light transmission cable is detachably 
engaged with said light outlet to communicatively connect with said light 
generator, wherein said light transmission cable comprises at least a light 
transmission fiber having a predetermined light transmitivity for transmitting said 
light beam generated by said light generator to said vein probing head, and 
means for retaining said vein to align within said treatment channel. 

However, a vein position locating device, further comprising an operational 
control unit comprising a light generator for generating said light beam and a light 
transmission cable connecting said light generator with said vein probing head 
for transmitting said light beam from said light generator to said light emitters, 
wherein said operational control unit further comprises a control circuit electrically 
connected to said light generator to selectively adjust a light intensity of said light 
beam generated by said light generator towards said vein probing head for 
allowing said light beam to penetrate through said skin surface to highlight said 
vein, wherein said operational control unit further comprises a portable casing 
having a light outlet, wherein said light generator and said control circuit are 
received in said portable casing while said light transmission cable is detachably 
engaged with said light outlet to communicatively connect with said light 
generator, wherein said light transmission cable comprises at least a light 
transmission fiber having a predetermined light transmitivity for transmitting said 
light beam generated by said light generator to said vein probing head, and 
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means for retaining said vein to align within said treatment channel are 
considered conventional in the art as evidenced by the teachings of Landry (US 
Re. 33,234). 

The Landry patent teaches a vein position locating device, further 
comprising an operational control unit comprising a light generator for generating 
said light beam and a light transmission cable connecting said light generator 
with said vein probing head for transmitting said light beam from said light 
generator to said light emitters, wherein said operational control unit further 
comprises a control circuit electrically connected to said light generator to 
selectively adjust a light intensity of said light beam generated by said light 
generator towards said vein probing head for allowing said light beam to 
penetrate through said skin surface to highlight said vein, wherein said 
operational control unit further comprises a portable casing having a light outlet, 
wherein said light generator and said control circuit are received in said portable 
casing while said light transmission cable is detachably engaged with said light 
outlet to communicatively connect with said light generator, wherein said light 
transmission cable comprises at least a light transmission fiber having a 
predetermined light transmitivity for transmitting said light beam generated by 
said light generator to said vein probing head, and means for retaining said vein 
to align within said treatment channel. 

Based on the above observations, for a person of ordinary skill in the art, 
modifying the device disclosed by Creaghan, Jr., with the above discussed 
enhancements would have been considered obvious because such modifications 
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would have improved visualization of peripheral veins which are otherwise 
difficult to see or palpate, avoiding the agony of a patient being stuck with 
needles repeatedly until a vein is found. 

Claim 20 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Creaghan, Jr. in view of Branigan (US 5,337,744). 




PRIOR ART FIG. 3 

PRIOR ART 

Creaghan, Jr. teaches all the limitations of the claimed subject matter 
except for mentioning specifically the step of fastening said vein probing head to 
said user's body to retain said vein within said treatment channel. 

However, the step of fastening said vein probing head to said user's body 
to retain said vein within said treatment channel is considered conventional in the 
art as evidenced by the teachings of Branigan (US 5,337,744). 
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The Branigan patent teaches the step of fastening said vein probing head 
to said user's body to retain said vein within said treatment channel. 

Based on the above observations, for a person of ordinary skill in the art, 
modifying the device disclosed by Creaghan, Jr., with the above discussed 
enhancements would have been considered obvious because such modifications 
would have improved visualization of peripheral veins which are otherwise 
difficult to see or palpate, avoiding the agony of a patient being stuck with 
needles repeatedly until a vein is found. 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from 
the examiner should be directed to John F. Ramirez whose telephone number is 
(571) 272-8685. The examiner can normally be reached on (Mon-Fri) 7:30 - 4:00 
p.m. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the 
examinees supervisor, Brian L. Casler can be reached on (571) 272-4956. The 
fax phone number for the organization where this application or proceeding is 
assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from 
the Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information 
for published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public 
PAIR. Status information for unpublished applications is available through 
Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair- 
direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll- 
free). 
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